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Pic by Johnny Ketlo.
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CONTEST INSIDE! 
Find the Sbalyan and get a 
chance to win a 50 dollar 

gift certificate from Nadleh 
store.

4

FINANCE

Information on finance 
department and direct 

deposit.

14

LANGUAGE

Winter Items 
Crossword Puzzle.

30       
WELLNESS

 Dec 22nd Hockey 
Game/Fundraiser.
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 FINANCE

Finance Department Changes 
The reasons, why Finance would prefer 
membership & businesses to sign up for 
Direct Deposit 
 

• Save time, as membership, 
businesses are able to choose which 
account, or accounts they would like 
their money to be deposited into 

• You will have immediate access to 
those funds, after it is sent to the 
bank 

• Security, direct deposit can’t be lost 
or stolen or misplaced 

• Prevent fraud (cheques were cashed 
twice) 
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FINANCE

December 8, 2023 

Finance Department Update 

The reasons, why Finance would prefer membership & businesses to 
sign up for Direct Deposit 

• Save time, as membership, businesses are able to choose which 
account, or accounts they would like their money to be deposited 
into 

• You will have immediate access to those funds, after it is sent to 
the bank 

• Security, direct deposit can’t be lost or stolen or misplaced 
• Prevent fraud (cheques were cashed twice) 

RE:  March 31, 2023 Audited Financial Statement 

Is being finalized and I had to contract out help from the outside to 
assist me, this year.  We are hoping to have it completed by the new 
year.  Now, that we have a 3rd person in Finance to take over the 
tasks of A/R and Payroll.  I will have time to concentrate on the two 
stores and the Band.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 
ygeorge@nadleh.ca  

Thank you all, for the patience in this matter.   

 

Yvonne George, Finance officer 
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HOUSING

HOUSING UPDATE 
 
 December 11, 2023 
 

- As of now Council has decided that we will not have any new builds for the >me being. 
 

- I’ve also applied for funding for renova>ons and I’m wai>ng to hear back to see if they 
have been approved.  
 

- Reminder if you need any repairs please come to the office and fill out a repair form as 
we need a paper trail for all repairs. The band will not be held responsible for any repairs 
if you have not filled out a repair form. 
 

- Please keep taps dripping during cold snaps so water pipes do not freeze.  
 

- B.C. Housing will be doing a Housing needs assessment in 2024. 
 

- Please be careful as the kids will be sliding in various areas during the winter.  
 

- Also please housing applica>ons need to be updated yearly. 
 

- If you need your driveways plowed, please move all obstacles out of the way. IE; 
vehicles, firewood. 
 
 

 
Jackie Louie  
Nadleh Housing Coordinator  
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EDUCATION

December 11, 2023
Hadih.

My name is Deanna Ketlo and I am the Education manager for Nadleh Whut’en.

This is a bit of what I have been doing since I have landed this position in April of 2023. I have been going 
through each month one day at a time. There is a lot to learn in this position. So far, I am doing my best 
to keep a routine and find my confidence in reporting and reading up on policies. We have fifteen people 
in post-secondary this year with a waitlist. 

I don’t have much to report on at this time. 

I hope you all understand I will work hard and will always do my best to help you succeed with what you 
and your dreams of continuing studies and/or training maybe. Meanwhile I will continue to learn about 
all these different outlets and do my best to serve my Nadleh Whut’en people to the best of my abilities.

Thank you for your continued patience in my first year here. 

Deanna Ketlo
Education Manager 
Nadleh Whut’en 
250-690-7211 ext. 106 
deanna@nadleh.ca 
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LANDS

Hadi Nadleh Members,

I would like to introduce myself for those of you that do not know me. I am Pamela 
Ketlo daughter of Johnny Ketlo JR and Sue Ketlo. Granddaughter of Johnny Ketlo SR 
and Norma Ketlo.  Lhtseh Yoo Clan. Member of Nadleh Whut’en Nation. I recently 
have started working in the Nadleh Whut’en Lands Department as the Lands 
Manager Assistant. As I have only just begun my journey here I don’t have a huge 
amount of reporting. I am working on updating the Sunset Beach Lease lots and 
making sure all the files are current, up to date, and in good standing. I am also 
starting my training to take  the Professional Lands Manager Certification program 
so I can effectively and effieciently serve our community in the lands department 
future. I am excited to be working on our community and working for our own 
people. I look forward to seeing friendly faces around our community and feel free 
to stop by the office to say hadi.

Pamela Ketlo 
Nadleh Whut’en First Nation
Lands Manager Assistant 
P:250-690-7211
C:250-699-2053
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LANDS

Lands Dept Update – December 2023
Project report by Nadleh’s Environmental Monitor Brittani Ketlo:

I have been working with Avison and Chelton on site 7 below Cheslatta Falls. We have been making 
a side channel that connects to the main river for the juvenile chinook. While the excavator makes 
the channel, he also uses his bucket to pull back some dirt so we can go up and plant the willows 
on the side of the channels. During this work Caleb (from Saik’uz Nation) and myself are doing 
water testing to make sure the sediment doesn’t get too high for the fish in the main channel. 

We are hoping that prevents erosions, as well as keep cover for the juvenile fish that use this chan-
nel during the summer. 
For this project we are hoping that this man-made side channel runs year-round for the juvenile 
salmon to stay around. We are also hoping that they get a chance to get into these with side chan-
nels while the river is getting low after spring. 

Lands & Referrals Update:
Nadleh River Sonar Project
In mid July a fish counting sonar station was set up at the mouth of the Nautley River. This was a 
joint project between Stellat’en, Saik’uz and Nadleh to count the fish travelling up the Nechako 
River towards their spawning grounds to the west.
A small shipping container was located near the Nautley River for the fish monitors to work 
from and to collect data. This was a 7-week project that can help us understand and monitor the 
fish numbers after the Big Bar Slide that occurred four years ago. In short, the sonar will assist in 
developing an understanding of how sockeye migrate through the river under different thermal 
conditions. Sonar can also contribute to an understanding of the returning abundances of sockeye 
in near real time, which could provide critical information to inform the NFN’s fishing opportuni-
ties. 

Black Huckleberry Restoration Trial – September 2023
The purpose of the trial is to test the feasibility of planting black huckleberry plugs on reclaimed 
land within the Coastal GasLink right-of-way. CGL intends to restore black huckleberry on site in 
2025. While there is growing interest in planting native shrubs as part of reclamation plans, there 
is very little information available on the efficacy of planting black huckleberry on disturbed lands 
such as pipeline corridors. Woodmere Nursery provided 50 huckleberry plugs and 10 alder seed-
lings for this reclamation trial and we planted them mid-September. With the last couple of years 
being so dry, the conditions were not ideal.  We are hopeful they make it through the winter and 
thrive in the coming years. 



 Nadleh Whut’en Newsletter 9

LANDS

Proposed Nadleh Boat Launch
A boat launch is currently being proposed at the site of the old highway bridge. 
This would be a private boat launch for community members or for use with 
permission only. The closest boat launch is only accessible certain times of year 
and boats that use it tend to disturb the riverbed. A new, properly designed boat 
launch would allow Search & Rescue, Spill Containment Crews and Fisheries 
Research good access all season long. We are currently looking into funding for 
this scope of project. 

Endako Mine
The Lands Dept is currently involved in Endako Water Quality Working Group, 
which includes the Province, Centerra and Stellat’en & Nadleh Lands Dept. 
Our focus is to ensure any run off from the mine does not contaminate water-
ways and waterbodies. We use the strict guidelines of the Yinka Dene Water Law 
to guide our work.  We have also been reviewing the proposed TP2 tailings pond 
spillway, a project designed to ensure more safety in the event of atmospheric 
rain event. In the coming year there will community consultation on End Land 
Use Planning and meetings will be scheduled to gather input. 

Blackwater Mine
The Blackwater Mine is currently under construction, wh ile the Transmission 
Line has yet to commence. The Lands Dept has spent many hours in the last two 
years reviewing mine permits and environmental assessments. Our Nadleh En-
vironmental Monitor has been attending Mine Inspections with an Independent 
Environmental Inspector every month. The Lands Dept is involved with month-
ly meetings including End Life of Mine Committee and Inspection Reviews. 

For more information on any of these projects or files, please call or visit the 
Nadleh Lands Dept.
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HEALTH

Nadleh Health Center 2023 Report:

Karen George 778-259-1269 CHR emergency on call we have many 
staff
Deb Mcarthur Nurse
Cindy Salonas woman’s wellness worker
Tim Erickson men’s wellness worker
Tiana Ketlo Recreation worker
Joanne Luggi Band designate/Jordan’s Principle family 
support
5 community Homemakers and always looking for more homemakers

DOCTOR LIST:
Dr Danette Dawkin
Dr John Pawlovich
Dr Terri Aldred
Dr Daisy Dulay                                               Heart specialist
Dr Winwood                                                   Gastrologist specialist
NP Tracey Day
Colleen Booth                                                Addictions 
Floaters Optometry
Mac Cardinal                                                 Massage therapist
Chelsey Ziler                                                  Mental Health
Lindsey Pikkarainen                                     Mental Health
Sondra Sturke                                               Mental Health
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HEALTH

Programs that have taken place in 2023:

Men’s Wellness camp                                           Poker on Mondays
Woman’s Camp                                                      Men’s group
Cooking Meal Making                                            Youth group
Baby Programs                                                        Star blanket making
Dentist                                                                      Heart Specialist
Foot Doctor                                                              Stomach specialist
Traditional Healers                                                  Diabetic Nurse
Moccasin and Vest Making
Canning
Tanning Moose Hide
Medicine Making    
Baby Welcoming
Aboriginal Day
Cultural Days
Family Day
Ribbon skirts, shirts making
Lahale tournaments 
Poker night
Youth groups
Literacy camp
Legends & lyrics
New Year’s celebration
PG carnival
Swimming
Healing fires
Letting go ceremonies
Gardening
Community healing events with entertainment
Casino night
Community bingo
Pro D day events
Community clean up
Elders tea, walks, medicine making 
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LANGUAGE
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LANGUAGE
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LANGUAGE
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EOC
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WELLNESS

But this game is more than just goals and penalties; it’s a rally for com-
munity support! The Nadleh Whut’en Men’s Group & Wellness team 
calls upon all fans to join in this festive spirit by bringing non-perish-
able items or gifts for the Burns Lake food bank. In the spirit of the 
holiday season and in light of inflation, let’s unite to support families in 
need. 

This is a sober event - no alcohol or drugs allowed. 

So lace up your skates, grab your donations, and head to the rink for an 
exhilarating game that’s not just about the competition but about com-
ing together to make a difference in the lives of our neighbors.

GET READY TO WITNESS AN EPIC CLASH ON DECEM-
BER 22ND, 2023, AT 6 PM AS THE ICE HEATS UP WITH A 

THRILLING HOCKEY 
SHOWDOWN BETWEEN BURNS LAKE AND NADLEH/

FRASER LAKE TEAMS.
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